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GOOD AFTERNOON, 

Madame Chair and members. 

My name is Eugene Piccolo, Executive Director of the MN Association of Charter Schools. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak briefly in support of HF 557 which would provide small school 

revenue to eligible charter schools, in the same manner as small traditional school districts receive small 

school revenue. 

The concept of small school revenue seems to have first been introduced as a public policy idea back in 

the year 2000, in a report from the Center for Rural Policy and Development at Mankato State 

University. 

The report pointed while it is recognized in business that cost is not directly proportion to quantity, this 

concept is not recognized in education.  

In other words  - when it comes to schools – small schools face the same costs for unfunded mandates, 

compliance issues or even basic programs and services as larger districts or schools, but given their 

smaller student population the cost are spread over a smaller number of students or if you think of it 

from a business standpoint a smaller customer base.  The result is a higher per pupil expenditure for 

those costs in small schools or districts, compared to larger districts or schools.  

So small school revenue was a way of recognizing the reality that costs are different for small schools 

compared to larger schools. 

In 2011 the legislature enacted a sliding scale small school revenue formula for traditional school 

districts with enrollment of under 960 students as a means of recognizing that costs are not directly 

proportional between small and larger school districts.  

Approximately 45% of school districts receive some small school aid under the sliding scale formula.  

HF 557 would acknowledge that small charter schools face the same cost issues as small school districts 

and provide small charter schools, those with enrollment under 200, with small school revenue on a 

sliding scale basis. Approximately 45% of charter schools would receive some small school revenue 

under the sliding scale formula given they have an enrollment under 200 students.  

The effect of this legislation would be to provide more equitable funding for small charter schools – 

many of are outside the 7 county metro area, small high school programs that serve at risk students, and 

for charter schools in their formative years as they grow their grades and enrollment.  

We urge your support for HF 557 as a means to provide greater equity for small public charter schools. 

 


